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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ!
As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text.

As you enter the sanctuary, please share your offering in the offering plate by the door.
We ask that you wear a mask and social distance from others not in your family or pod.

If you are new to our church or do not receive email updates from us, please share your name and contact
information with us by contacting us: office@grandledgeucc.org

MOMENT FOR CENTERING

GREETING

One: The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

Many: And also with you.

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS
BELLS/CHIMES

INTROIT “Holy is the Lord”

(chancel choir)

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: We may be entering this season arid, dry from pain and injustices.

Many: And yet, God is still hydrating our spirits.

One: We may be wandering, feeling as if we have no direction.

Many: And yet, God is guiding us in the wilderness.

One: We may be fearful, wondering what comes next.

Many: And yet, God is surrounding us with peace.

One: We may begin our Lenten journey spiritually arid, aimless, and anxious.
Many: But the Spirit of Strength will never leave our side.

OPENING HYMN “On Eagle’s Wings”

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.)

GATHERING PRAYER

Divine Sojourner, as we saunter far into the wilderness, may your light sustain us. May the
questions that fill our minds with doubt drift away into the sands of the journey. May we
dig within our souls to remove the prejudices deep within us. However we wander in this
season, may your Holy Glow refocus our attention on our relationship with you and the
ways we connect with our siblings. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

ANTHEM “Communion Anthem”
(Chancel Choir)
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FRESH PERSPECTIVES Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Deuteronomy 26:1-11 NRSV (180)

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess,
and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which
you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and
go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the
priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have
come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.” When the priest takes the basket
from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response
before the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and
lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and
populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we
cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil,
and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and
gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the
ground that you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow
down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among
you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.

One: Words from the past, made new for us today.
Many: Thanks be to God.

CHORAL RESPONSE “Here, I am Lord”

Here I am Lord, Is it I, Lord?
I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go, Lord if You lead me.
I will hold Your people in my heart.

HOMILY “Gifts in the Wilderness”
(Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage)

MUSICAL REFLECTION “Pray for the Wilderness”
(Chuck Byam)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your prayer
requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from anyone you
wish to name in prayer.)

OFFERING MOMENT

(For those of us meeting in person, you are invited to place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the
sanctuary. For those of you worshipping at home, please give what you can by mail or through prayers. If you
have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com)

DOXOLOGY
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DEDICATION PRAYER

One:
Many:

Please join me in prayer:

God who calls us to participate in your vision of justice for our world,
Let these offerings become our response:

all your people fed,

all your people safe,

all your people housed,

all your people educated. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION PRAYER

One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to God Most High.

It is good to give God thanks and praise.

CALL TO CONFESSION:

One:

Many:

Please join me in the Call to Confession:

God of the Road, we journey together into the wilderness again. In this
time filled with new spiritual practices and studies, our minds will be
“tested.” Doubts will creep in as we seek your presence. At times, we will
slide away from our responsibilities to care for our neighbors. “Keep
awake,” you call to us. In the past, hurtful words from others have
taunted us, and inhibited our growth with you. Negative images in our
minds have drawn us away from our practices. Substances, pleasures,
overwork, and other escapes have tempted and tormented our bodies,
pulling them away from wholeness. We have snoozed through the needs of
this world and ignored the pain in our communities. Forgive us, oh God,
and deliver us from the temptations of this world and the tests that we
impose upon ourselves. Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

One:

Many:

My Beloved Ones, when we aimlessly wander throughout this Lenten journey,
God follows us — even into the depths of the wilderness and offers us gifts to
support us and to remind us that Canaan lies on the other side. May we see
God’s presence, knowing we are never alone on arid days and in barren lands
and that we are always loved and forgiven. Amen!

Thanks be to God. Amen.
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SANCTUS

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Glory be to you, O Lord.

Blessed is the one who comes,

Who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION BLESSING AND LORD’S PRAYER
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

COMMUNION SONG And We Remember Him
(Linda Gooley & Mary Prevost)

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

One: Let us pray.

Many: We thank you, God, for inviting us to, and nurturing us at, this table.
Strengthen our faith and hope, and increase our love for one another, that
we may leave this place better able to serve you, through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #602 “I’'m Surrounded”

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.)

BENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage
CHORAL RESPONSE “In the Lord I'll be Ever Thankful” (sung once)

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful
In the Lord, I will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

POSTLUDE “Sing to the Lord”
(Chuck Byam)



CREDITS

e Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058, and Streaming
License #20709045

o Take Every Test: Service Prayers for the First Sunday of Lent C was written by the Rev.
Michelle L. Torigian, Senior Pastor of St. Paul United Church of Christ, Belleville, Illinois.

e HerelI Am Lord
(#346976, CCLI License #2091058 Contributors: Tim Ayers, 1983 Bridge Building Music, Inc.)

e Communion Song
(#81560, One License #732777-A Contributors: Carlton Young)

e And We Remember Him
(#7169533, CCLI, License #2091058 Contributors: Jay Althouse, 1998 Jubilate Music Group
LLC)

e Praise God To Whom All Blessings Flow
(#94984, One License #732777-A Contributors: Public Domain )

e In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful
(00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors, Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991,
Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize,
GIA Publications, Inc.)

e Holy is the Lord
(#97908, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Public Domain)

e On Eagle’s Wings
(#109446, One License, organ, 97-6591, Contributors: Charles Callahan)

e Pray for the Wilderness
(#29285, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Daniel Charles Damon arr. © 1991 Hope
Publishing Company Text: Daniel Charles Damon Words © 1991 Hope Publishing Company)

e I’'m Surrounded
('m Surrounded ©2021 Mia McClain. Written and performed by Mia McClain, accompanied by Dawn
Anthony and Adrienne Williams. Filmed by Wes Cobb, West Art Video. Edited by Jason Chesnut,
ANKOS films. All publishing rights reserved. Permission granted to reproduce and stream for use in
services of worship or church education)

e Sing to the Lord
(#1047777, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jon Lugo, Laurey Berteig © 1993 GPH
Music, assigned to Lorenz Publishing Company (Admin. by Music Services)

SUNDAY ROSTER

Liturgist - Mary Lou Prevost

Fresh Perspective — Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage
Homily — Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage
Virtual Coordinator — David Wee

Sound Board - Mae Clark

Choir Director - Brandon Frost
Pianist/Organist — Chuck Byam

Hymn Singer — Choir

Usher - Kathy Burt

Greeter — Gary Burt
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