
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Restart” 

Rally Sunday and Congregational Meeting 

September 19, 2021 

 10:30 a.m. Service 

   

Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God                                                                                         
by building an inclusive community where uplifting worship                                                                

and relevant messages deepen spirituality                                                                                           
and inspire acts of justice, service, and compassion. 

Our Church’s Mission Statement 
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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ! 

As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text. 

As you enter the sanctuary, please share your offering in the offering plate by the door.  

We ask that you wear a mask and social distance from others not in your family or pod. 

 

If you are new to our church or do not receive email updates from us, please share your name and contact 
information with us by contacting us: office@grandledgeucc.org  

 

MOMENT FOR CENTERING 

 

GREETING 

One:         The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy     

          Spirit be with you all. 

Many:     And also with you. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELLS/CHIMES                Grand Ringers Bell Choir 

 

INTROIT    “What Brings Us Together” 

       (Chancel Choir) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

One:       Where are the teachers in our midst who will guide us as we learn? 

Many:  We follow Christ’s example, and learn from one another!  

One: Where are Jesus’ disciples, who thirst to know God’s ways? 

Many: We follow Christ’s example, and learn from one another!  

One: Our church school is this sacred space and our classroom is the world. 

Many: We follow Christ’s example, and learn from one another! 

One: Thanks be to God for new beginnings, for new opportunities to learn together! 

Many: We follow Christ’s example, and learn from one another! 

 
OPENING HYMN #497          "Guide My Feet"       
(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

One:       Please join me in prayer: 

Many:  Dear Jesus, our teacher and our guide, fill our hearts with the curiosity 
and wonder of a child, that we may look to our future with new eyes and 
with hope. Amen.  

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

mailto:office@grandledgeucc.org
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ANTHEM    “What Brings Us Together” 

      (Chancel Choir) 

 

RALLY SUNDAY POEM             Gary Burt 

 

FRESH PERSPECTIVES           Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                     Jeremiah 1: 4-8 NRSV  

 

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 

 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

 

Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” But the 
Lord said to me, 

 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; 

for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and you shall speak whatever I command you. 

Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you to deliver you, 

says the Lord.” 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                    1 Peter 4:10-11 NRSV 

 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each 
of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; 
whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be 
glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

One:       Words from the past, made new for us today. 

Many:    Thanks be to God. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE #286          “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 
Spirit, spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
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HOMILY        “Restart” 

  (Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage) 

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION          “Lord Let Me Serve” 

       (Chuck Byam) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

(Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your prayer 

requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from anyone you 
wish to name in prayer.) 

 

OFFERING MOMENT 

(For those of us meeting in person, you are invited to place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the 
sanctuary. For those of you worshipping at home, please give what you can by mail or through prayers. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com) 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

DEDICATION PRAYER                                                    

One:  Let us pray. 

Many: Beloved God, accept the gifts we offer, and bless them to the fulfillment of 
our calling. Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God by building an 
inclusive community where uplifting worship and relevant messages 
deepen spirituality and inspire acts of justice, service and compassion. 
May it be so. Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN #177                “God of Change and Glory” 

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                      “In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful” (sung once) 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

In the Lord, I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

BELLS/CHIMES        Grand Ringers Bell Choir 

 

POSTLUDE            “Oh Happy Day” 

    (Chuck Byam) 
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CREDITS 

 

• Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058, 

and Streaming License #20709045 

• Teaching the Teacher: An Intergenerational Liturgy focusing on Faith 
Formation, Fifteenth Sunday of Pentecost year B, was written by the Rev. Dr. Laurel 
Koepf Taylor, Eden Theological Seminary, Saint Louis, Missouri. © 2021, Faith INFO 

Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-
1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of 
worship or church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

• In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful  
(#00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991, Les 
Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA 

Publications, Inc.) 

    •    God of Change and Glory 
   (One License #732777-A, Contributors: Al Carmines, Tune: Katherine, Commissioned United Church of 

    Christ, 1973) 

    • What Brings Us Together  
   (#93026, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jay Althouse) 

    • Guide My Feet  
(#33730, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Joyce Finch Johnson, Tune: ©1992, Pilgrim Press, The) 

    • Lord, Let Me Serve  
(#997890, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Herman VonBerge, Tune: ©1938, Lorenze Publishing 

Company a division of the Lorenze Corporation (Admin. By Music Services)) 

• Oh, Happy Day 
   (#95164, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Kenneth Louis, Tune: Arrangement. Kenneth, Louis 

   ©2012,GIA Publications, Inc.) 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY ROSTER 

Liturgist – Marcia Kent 

Fresh Perspective – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

Homily – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage  

Virtual Coordinator – David Gruner 

Sound Board – Mae Clark 

Pianist/Organist – Chuck Byam 

Hymn Singer –  

Usher –  Mary Lou Prevost  

Greeter – Linda Gooley 

Crucifer – Karen Walker 
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