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“Rooted in Love” 

October 24, 2021 

 10:30 a.m. Service 

   

Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God                                                                                         
by building an inclusive community where uplifting worship                                                                

and relevant messages deepen spirituality                                                                                           
and inspire acts of justice, service, and compassion. 

Our Church’s Mission Statement 
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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ! 

As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text. 

As you enter the sanctuary, please share your offering in the offering plate by the door.  

We ask that you wear a mask and social distance from others not in your family or pod. 

 

If you are new to our church or do not receive email updates from us, please share your name and contact 
information with us by contacting us: office@grandledgeucc.org  

 

MOMENT FOR CENTERING 

 

GREETING 

One:         The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy     

          Spirit be with you all. 

Many:     And also with you. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELLS/CHIMES 

 

INTROIT       “What Brings Us Together” 

                         (Chancel Choir) 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

One:  Sing aloud with gladness:  
Many: God is gathering the people! 

One:  From the farthest parts of the earth we come:  
Many: All who struggle; all who labor with new life! 
One:  Those who are weeping, God will console; 

Many: Those who get lost find a clear path home. 
One:   Let us worship the God who gathers us! 
 
OPENING HYMN #539       "Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant" 
(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

Many: Ever-calling God, we give thanks that you have gathered us into your 

church and graced us with your faithful presence. We ponder our history, 

ancient and still developing, and marvel at the many expressions of your 

church. Grant us the vision to be a part of this new moment in your 

Church that will bring ever more joy and justice to the world. Continue 

to gather us, the diverse lot of us, into Jesus’ vision and dream that your 

faithful people may be one in you. Amen 

   

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 

mailto:office@grandledgeucc.org
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FRESH PERSPECTIVES           Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

 

ANTHEM     “Just As I Am” 

      (Chancel Choir) 

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT                Chuck Byam 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                      Psalm 1:1-3a NRSV  

Happy are those 
    who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path that sinners tread, 
    or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
    and on his law they meditate day and night. 
They are like trees 
    planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, 
    and their leaves do not wither. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT                  Matthew 6:25-34 NRSV  

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And 

can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry 
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet 

I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What 

will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive 
for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 

will be given to you as well. 

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s 
trouble is enough for today. 

One:       Words from the past, made new for us today. 

Many:    Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                                              “Spirit of Gentleness” (chorus) 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

Blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

Spirit, spirit of restlessness, 

Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
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HOMILY            “Rooted in Love” 

(Rev. Dr. Laura Miller Purrenhage) 

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION             “It's Good to Praise the Lord” 

(Chuck Byam) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your prayer 

requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from anyone you 
wish to name in prayer.) 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kin-dom and the power and the 
glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING MOMENT 

(For those of us meeting in person, you are invited to place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the 
sanctuary. For those of you worshipping at home, please give what you can by mail or through prayers. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com) 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

DEDICATION PRAYER                                                    

One:  Let us pray. 

Many: Transform our lives, O God, and let these gifts change the world into 

which we send them. Take them and multiply them to be a blessing of 

justice and peace in the world you love! 

CLOSING HYMN #173         “You Have Come to the Lakeshore” 

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 

 

BENEDICTION                      Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                      “In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful” (sung once) 

 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

In the Lord, I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

POSTLUDE            “His Name Is Wonderful” 

   (Chuck Byam 

mailto:hartacre3@aol.com
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CREDITS 

 
• Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058, and Streaming 
License #20709045 

• A New Reformation: Service Prayers for the 21st Sunday after Pentecost, was written by the 
Rev. Bonnie Tarwater of San Diego, CA. Copyright 2021, Faith Formation INFO Team, United 
Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-1100.  Permission granted to 
reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education.  All 
publishing rights reserved. 

• In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful  
(00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors, Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses 
de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc.) 

• What Brings Us Together  
(#93026, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jay Althouse) 

• Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 
(#44816, One License #732777-A, Contributors: James K. Manley, Text: © 1978, J. Manley Publishing) 

• Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant  

(04653, One License #732777-A, Contributors, Richard Gillard, Tune: ©1977, Arr: Betty Carr 

Pulkingham, Pilgrim Press, Inc.) 

• You Have to Come to the Lakeshore 

(#93026, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Cesáreo Gabaráin. Published by OCP. All rights 

reserved.) 

• It is Good to Praise the Lord 

(#85273, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Mary Kay Beall, John Carter, 

Text: © 1989, Beckenhorst Press, Inc.) 

• His Name Is Wonderful 

(#94928, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Audrey Mieir, Tune: Audrey Mieir Text: Audrey Mieir) 

• Just As I Am 
(#95093, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Public Domain 

 

 

 

SUNDAY ROSTER 

Liturgist –  Ron Erskine 

Fresh Perspective – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

Homily – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage  

Virtual Coordinator –  David Gruner 

Sound Board  - Charlynn Walker 

Choir Director - Brandon Frost 

Pianist/Organist – Chuck Byam 

Hymn Singer –  Choir 

Usher –  Gary Burt 

Greeter –  Kathy Burt 

Crucifer- Karen Walker 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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