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“Faith Without Reward” 

October 17, 2021 

 10:30 a.m. Service 

   

Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God                                                                                         
by building an inclusive community where uplifting worship                                                                

and relevant messages deepen spirituality                                                                                           
and inspire acts of justice, service, and compassion. 

Our Church’s Mission Statement 
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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ! 

As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text. 

As you enter the sanctuary, please share your offering in the offering plate by the door.  

We ask that you wear a mask and social distance from others not in your family or pod. 

If you are new to our church or do not receive email updates from us, please share your name and contact 
information with us by contacting us: office@grandledgeucc.org  

 

MOMENT FOR CENTERING 

 

GREETING 

One:         The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy     

          Spirit be with you all. 

Many:     And also with you. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELLS/CHIMES 

 

INTROIT       “What Brings Us Together” 

                         (Chancel Choir) 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

One:       We may come here for a glimpse of glory, 

Many:    But Jesus asks us:  “Can you drink the cup that I drink?” 

One:       The cup of Jesus’ own life: struggle and joy; suffering and hope. 

              Fullness of life! We may come here to get close to Jesus,  

Many:    And Jesus asks us: “Can you be baptized with my baptism?” 

One:       Baptized into the reign of God, where the Spirit breaks down barriers among all  

     People and creates new relationships!  We may come here for honor or fame, 

Many:    But Jesus challenges us: “To become great you must serve!” 

One:       Why are we here? 

Many:    To drink the cup of fullness of life; To immerse ourselves in Jesus’ struggle  

for justice and peace; To learn how to serve so that the world may be  healed. 

 

OPENING HYMN  (#492, Versus 1-3)            “I Would be True” 
(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

Many:  Holy Dwelling Place, your tent is wide enough to provide shelter for all who 

  seek you, food for all who hunger, and healing for all who suffer. Meet us here 

  today, and fill us with confidence in your presence, that we may risk sharing  

 Jesus’ cup and his baptism so the world may become the place of love and  

 justice you desire for all. Shelter us with your light, and clothe us with your  

 heavenly garments.  Teach us how we may best serve ourselves and one  

 another on this daring adventure. Amen.  
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PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 
FRESH PERSPECTIVES           Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

 

ANTHEM     “Canon of Praise” 

       (Chancel Choir) 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON    Job 38: 1-7 and 34-41 NRSV (pg. 474-475) 

 

 Then the God answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

 Gird up your loins like a man,  

     I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 

 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?   

     Tell me, if you have understanding. 

  Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

     Or who stretched the line upon it?  

 On what were its bases sunk,  

     or who laid its cornerstone 

 when the morning stars sang together  

     and all the heavenly beings[a] shouted for joy? 

 

 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,  

     so that a flood of waters may cover you? 

 Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go  

     and say to you, ‘Here we are’? 

Who has put wisdom in the inward parts,  

    or given understanding to the mind? 

Who has the wisdom to number the clouds?  

     Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens, 

when the dust runs into a mass  

     and the clods cling together? 

“Can you hunt the prey for the lion,  

    or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 

when they crouch in their dens,  

    or lie in wait in their covert? 

Who provides for the raven its prey,  

    when its young ones cry to God, 

    and wander about for lack of food? 
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NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                   Mark 10:35-45 NRSV (pg. 922) 

 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want 
me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. 
Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink 
you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to 
sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared.” 

 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called 
them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as 
their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so 
among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

 

One:       Words from the past, made new for us today. 

Many:    Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                                     “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 
(chorus) 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

Blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

Spirit, spirit of restlessness, 

Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

HOMILY            “Faith Without Reward” 

(Rev. Dr. Laura Miller Purrenhage) 

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION                “The Lord is my Light” 

(Chuck Byam) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

(Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your prayer 

requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from anyone you 
wish to name in prayer.) 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy Kin-dom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kin-dom and the power and the 
glory, now and forever. Amen 
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OFFERING MOMENT 

(For those of us meeting in person, you are invited to place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the 
sanctuary. For those of you worshipping at home, please give what you can by mail or through prayers. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com) 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

DEDICATION PRAYER                                                    

One:  Let us pray. 

Many: Parent God, may this offering assist us in continuing Christ’s work in the 
world to heal the grief, transgressions, and illnesses that oppress and 
harm your creation.  Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN  (#459)          “Come, O Fount of Every Blessing” 

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 
 

BENEDICTION                   Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                      “In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful” (sung once) 

 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

In the Lord, I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

POSTLUDE               “Since Jesus Came Into My Heart” 

            (Chuck Byam) 
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CREDITS 

 
• Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058, and Streaming 
License #20709045 

• A Life of Service: Service Prayers for the 211st Sunday after Pentecost was written by the 
Rev. Dr. Kristina Lizardy-Hajbi, Iliff School of Theology, Denver CO. Copyright 2021, Faith 
INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-
1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship 
or church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

• In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful  
(00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors, Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses 
de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc.) 

• What Brings Us Together  
(#93026, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jay Althouse) 

• I Would Be True 
(#33730, One License #732777-A, Contributors:  Joyce Finch Johnson, Tune: ©1992, Pilgrim Press, The) 

• Come, O Fount of Every Blessing 
(#G6353, One License #732777-A, ) Contributors: Carlton Young, Tune: Arrangement © 2004 GIA 
Publications, Inc. 

• Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 
(#44816, One License #732777-A, Contributors: James K. Manley, Text: © 1978, J. Manley Publishing) 

• Canon of Praise 
(#44816, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Hal H Hopson, Text: © 1984, Hope Publishing Company) 

• Since Jesus Came Into My Heart  
(#1049621, One License #732777-A, Contributors: James K. Manley, Text: © 1978, J. Manley Publishing) 

• The Lord is my Light 
(#98023, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Public Domain, Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche) 

 

SUNDAY ROSTER 

Liturgist –  Freida Schneeberger 

Fresh Perspective – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

Homily – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage  

Virtual Coordinator –  Chad Frost 

Sound Board  - Julie Wilkerson 

Choir Director - Brandon Frost 

Pianist/Organist – Chuck Byam 

Hymn Singer –  Choir 

Usher –  Chris Cypher 

Greeter –  Gary Cypher 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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