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“Comfort and Affliction” 

October 10, 2021 

 10:30 a.m. Service 

   

Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God                                                                                         
by building an inclusive community where uplifting worship                                                                

and relevant messages deepen spirituality                                                                                           
and inspire acts of justice, service, and compassion. 

Our Church’s Mission Statement 
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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ! 

As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text. 

As you enter the sanctuary, please share your offering in the offering plate by the door.  

We ask that you wear a mask and social distance from others not in your family or pod. 

 

If you are new to our church or do not receive email updates from us, please share your name and contact 
information with us by contacting us: office@grandledgeucc.org  

 

MOMENT FOR CENTERING 

 

GREETING 

One:         The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy     

          Spirit be with you all. 

Many:     And also with you. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELLS/CHIMES 

 

INTROIT       “What Brings Us Together” 

                         (Chancel Choir) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

One:  It is said that the word of God comforts the afflicted. 
Many:  We come today, seeking comfort for the afflictions of our world. 
One:  Enter into this place of worship, praying for our earth, for those who suffer 

from job loss, from trauma, from illness, from the loss of friends and family, 
from a sense that the world just doesn’t care about them.   

Many:  We come, trusting that our prayers and actions of love support those in 
need. 

One: It is said that the word of God afflicts the comfortable. 
Many: We come today, willing to accept that affliction. 
One: Enter into this place of worship, praying for an open mind and heart. 
Many: We come, approaching the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may 

receive mercy and find the grace we need to seek justice for everyone we 
may be leaving out. 

One: God’s messages are many and varied, speaking what we need to hear on this 
day. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
OPENING HYMN  (#454, Versus 1-4)     “Lord, I Want to be a Christian” 
(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

Many:   O God, you sowed the seeds of justice when you created this world.  

   Though your bountiful creation has enough for everyone, it is hardly  
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   divided fairly.  There are those who struggle to get their daily bread 

   each day and then there are those who have more than they can use 

   in their lifetime.  May we remember that all we have comes from you 

   and that you have entrusted to us all that we have.  May we take your 

   commandments to heart so we can do as Jesus asks of us.  Grant that we,  

   O God, use this hour to work in our ministries to end this disparity. Amen.    

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 

ANTHEM     “For Everyone Born” 

(Written by Shirley Erena Murray, Arranged by Adrian Marchuk, Additional Lyrics by Adrian Marchuk, 
Performed by Adrian Marchuk (piano), with vocals by Chris Tsujiuchi, Stewart Adam McKensy, Elena Juatco, 

and Evangelia Kambites) 

 
FRESH PERSPECTIVES  “Peace Be With You”            Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON             Psalms 22:1-15 NRSV (pg. 490) 

 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;  and by night, but find no rest. 

Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 

To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 

But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others, and despised by the people. 

All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 

“Commit your cause to the Lord; let God deliver—let God rescue the one in whom God 
delights!” 

Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 

On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

Many bulls encircle me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me;  they open wide their mouths 
at me, like a ravening and roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is 
melted within my breast; my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my 
jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT                Mark 10:17-31 NRSV (pg. 921) 

17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you 
call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall 
not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 20 He said to him, 
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and 
said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When he heard this, he was 
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shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 23 Then Jesus looked 
around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to 
them again, “Children, how hard it is[b] to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 
of God.” 26 They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be 
saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; 
for God all things are possible.” 

 

28 Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus 
said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30 who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, 
and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are 
first will be last, and the last will be first.” 

 

One:       Words from the past, made new for us today. 

Many:    Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                                              “Spirit of Gentleness” (chorus) 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

Blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

Spirit, spirit of restlessness, 

Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

HOMILY            “Comfort and Affliction” 

(Rev. Dr. Laura Miller Purrenhage) 

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION                      “Forever” 

(Chuck Byam) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

(Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your prayer 

requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from anyone you 
wish to name in prayer.) 

 

OFFERING MOMENT 

(For those of us meeting in person, you are invited to place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the 
sanctuary. For those of you worshipping at home, please give what you can by mail or through prayers. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com) 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

DEDICATION PRAYER                                                    

One:  Let us pray. 

Many: Beloved God, accept the gifts we offer, and bless them to the fulfillment of 
our calling. Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God by building an 

mailto:hartacre3@aol.com
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inclusive community where uplifting worship and relevant messages 
deepen spirituality and inspire acts of justice, service and compassion. 
May it be so. Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN   vs1-4                “We Are Not Our Own” 

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 
 

BENEDICTION                       Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                      “In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful” (sung once) 

 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

In the Lord, I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

 

POSTLUDE               “Anyone Can Move a Mountain 

   (Adaptation by Chuck Byam) 
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CREDITS 

 
• Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058, and Streaming 
License #20709045 

• Courage for Justice: Prayers for the 20st Sunday after Pentecost was written by the Rev. 
Quentin Chin, member of Church on the Hill in Lenox, MA.  Copyright 2021, Faith INFO 
Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. 
Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or 
church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

• In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful  
(00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors, Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses 
de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc.) 

• What Brings Us Together  
(#93026, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jay Althouse) 

• Lord, I Want to be a Christian 
(#1150975, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Douglas Wagner, Victor C. Johnson 
Tune: © 2021 Lorenz Corporation (admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Text: © 2021 
Lorenz Corporation (admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved.  

• For Everyone Born Many thanks to Adrian Marchuk for granting us permission to use this video 

and to the Windemere United Church of Toronto for creating and posting it. "For Everyone Born (A Place 
At The Table)," Written by Shirley Erena Murray, Arranged by Adrian Marchuk, Additional Lyrics by 
Adrian Marchuk, Performed by Adrian Marchuk (piano), with vocals by Chris Tsujiuchi, Stewart Adam 
McKensy, Elena Juatco, and Evangelia Kambites, Performed for Pride 2020 in virtual 
worship for Windermere United Church. 

• Forever 
(#1030959 , One License #732777-A Contributors: Louie SalazarTune: © Gospel Publishing House, 
assigned to Lorenz Publishing Company (Admin. by Music Services): ) 

• We Are Not Our Own 
(106561, One License; Contributions: Brian Wren, Fred Graham, (c) 1989 Hope Publishing Company 

• Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 
(#44816, One License, Contributors: James K. Manley, Text: © 1978, J. Manley Publishing) 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY ROSTER 

Liturgist –  Rich Brown 

Fresh Perspective – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

Homily – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage  

Virtual Coordinator – David Gruner 

Sound Board  - Charlynn Walker 

Choir Director - Brandon Frost 

Pianist/Organist – Chuck Byam 

Hymn Singer –  Rev. Ellen Robinson 

Usher –  Kim Dible 

Greeter –  Connie Dible 

Crucifer -  Karen Walker 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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