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The Web of Blessing 

August 22, 2021 

 10:30 a.m. Service 

   

Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God                                                                                         
by building an inclusive community where uplifting worship                                                                

and relevant messages deepen spirituality                                                                                           
and inspire acts of justice, service, and compassion. 

Our Church’s Mission Statement 
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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ! 

As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text. 

As you enter the sanctuary, please share your offering in the offering plate by the door.  

We ask that you wear a mask and social distance from others not in your family or pod. 

 

If you are new to our church or do not receive email updates from us, please share your name and contact 
information with us by contacting us: office@grandledgeucc.org  

 

MOMENT FOR CENTERING 

 

GREETING 

One:         The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy     

          Spirit be with you all. 

Many:     And also with you. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELLS/CHIMES 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

One:       In this house you will find bread for your life’s journey. 

Many:  In Jesus we find life anew.  

One: Come. Stay awhile and eat this bread so you will never hunger. 

Many: In Jesus we find life anew.  

One: Come. Be strengthened in God to withstand the present night and the spiritual 
forces of evil. 

Many: In Jesus we find life anew. 

 

OPENING HYMN #286           “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 

 

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison) 

Many:     O God, we have no life apart from you. We do not come here to eat bread 
that fills us for a day. Rather we come to be nourished by you and that 
the love you have for us fills us for a lifetime. May this food strengthen 
our discipleship. Grant that it will renew in us our commitment to 
proclaiming the gospel of peace through our ministries of peace and 
justice in the name of Christ Jesus. Amen.   

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 
ANTHEM     “Come Thou, Almighty King” 

                   (Gary Cypher and Karen Ramthun) 

 
FRESH PERSPECTIVES           Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

mailto:office@grandledgeucc.org
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                        Isaiah 1:16-17 NRSV (pg. 617) 

 
16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 
    remove the evil of your doings 
    from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil, 
17 

    learn to do good; 
seek justice, 
    rescue the oppressed, 
defend the orphan, 
    plead for the widow. 

 

FIRST NEW TESTAMENT LESSON     Ephesians 6:10-20 NRSV (pg. 1067) 

 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, so that you 

may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be 

able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, and fasten the 

belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on 

whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16 With all of these, take the shield of faith, with 

which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in 

supplication for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make 

known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 

declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

SECOND NEW TESTAMENT LESSON          James 2:14-17 NRSV (pg. 1100) 

 
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save 
you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 
warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

 
 

One:       Words from the past, made new for us today. 

Many:    Thanks be to God. 

 

HOMILY                                      “???” 

(Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage) 

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION            “He Is Lord” 

(Chuck Byam) 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

(Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your prayer 

requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from anyone you 
wish to name in prayer.) 

 

OFFERING MOMENT 

(For those of us meeting in person, you are invited to place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the 
sanctuary. For those of you worshipping at home, please give what you can by mail or through prayers. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com) 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

DEDICATION PRAYER                                                    

One:  Let us pray. 

Many: Beloved God, accept the gifts we offer, and bless them to the fulfillment of 
our calling. Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God by building an 
inclusive community where uplifting worship and relevant messages 
deepen spirituality and inspire acts of justice, service and compassion. 
May it be so. Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN #495             “Called As Partners in Christ's Service” 

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                      “In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful” (sung once) 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

In the Lord, I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

POSTLUDE                                          “Jubilate Deo” 

(Chuck Byam)  

mailto:hartacre3@aol.com
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CREDITS 

 

• Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058, 

and Streaming License #20709045 

• Offerings of Praise: Service Prayers for the 13th Sunday after Pentecost was written 
by the Rev. Quentin Chin, member of  Church on the Hill in Lenox, MA. © 2021 Faith 
INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  

44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in 
services of worship or church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

• In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful  
(#00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991, Les 
Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA 
Publications, Inc.) 

● Come Thou, Almighty King 
(#200474, One License, Contributors: Whitefield, Alfred Whitehead) 

• He Is Lord 
(#13702, One License, Contributors: Dale Grotenhuis, Tune: © 1987, Faith Alive Christian Resources) 

● Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 
(#44816, One License, Contributors: James K. Manley, Text: © 1978, J. Manley Publishing) 

● Called As Partners in Christ’s Service 
(#117641, One License, Contributors: Jane Parker Huber, Text: © 1981 Jane Parker Huber [admin. 
Westminster John Knox Press]) 

● Jubilate Deo 
(#88283, One License, Text: Psalm 100:1. Music: Barbara Bridge, b. 1950, © 1998, Barbara Bridge. 
Published by OCP. All rights reserved.Contributors: Barbara Bridge) 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY ROSTER 

Liturgist – Freida Schneeberger 

Fresh Perspective – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

Homily – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage  

Virtual Coordinator – Thea Oatman 

Music Coordinator – Kelly Sandula-Gruner 

Pianist/Organist – Chuck Byam 

Usher –  

Greeter –  

Sound Board – Mae Clark 
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