
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I’ll Do What I Can” 

July 25, 2021 

   10:30 a.m. Service 

   

Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God                                                                                         
by building an inclusive community where uplifting worship                                                                

and relevant messages deepen spirituality                                                                                           
and inspire acts of justice, service, and compassion. 

Our Church’s Mission Statement 
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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ! 

As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text. 

As you enter the sanctuary, please share your offering in the offering plate by the door.  

We ask that you wear a mask and social distance from others not in your family or pod 

 

MOMENT FOR CENTERING 

 

GREETING 

One:         The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy     

          Spirit be with you all. 

Many:     And also with you. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELLS/CHIMES 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

One:       We join together as hungry eaters to be nourished by the food that you offer us. 

Many:  God of sustenance, give us this day our daily bread. 

One:  As you care for the wheat and rice fields that turn into bread and the vineyards 
that labor to produce sweet wine, tend to our bodies by feeding us what we 

need for healthy growth. 

Many:        God of abundance, give us this day our daily bread. 

One:    The rich crops that you have prepared are now ready to be harvested by our 

hands and our hearts. 

Many:  Holy Spirit, come! Give us this day our daily bread. 

 

OPENING HYMN #1       “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 

 

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison) 

Many:     Holy Chef, may we savor the dishes that you have prepared for us this 
day. With each bite of your holy feast, enliven our senses so that we may 

delight in the new and tantalizing flavors you have created. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 

FRESH PERSPECTIVES                    Jim Robinson  

 

GOSPEL LESSON                John 6: 1-21 NRSV 

6 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing 
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for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the 
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd 

coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to 
eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip 

answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a 
little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy 
here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 

people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in 
the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and 
when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, 

as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the 
fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from the 

fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve 
baskets. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is 
indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 

15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him 

king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started 
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The 

sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about three 
or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were 
terrified. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they wanted to take him 

into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 

One:       Words from the past, made new for us today. 

Many:    Thanks be to God. 

 

HOMILY     “I’ll Do What I Can” 

(Jim Robinson) 

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION           “Holy Ground” 

(Judy Nielsen) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

(Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your prayer 

requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from anyone you 
wish to name in prayer.) 

 

OFFERING MOMENT 

(For those of us meeting in person, you are invited to place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the 
sanctuary. For those of you worshipping at home, please give what you can by mail or through prayers. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com) 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

mailto:hartacre3@aol.com
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DEDICATION PRAYER                                                    

One:  Let us pray. 

Many: Beloved God, accept the gifts we offer, and bless them to the fulfillment of 
our calling. Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God by building an 

inclusive community where uplifting worship and relevant messages 
deepen spirituality and inspire acts of justice, service and compassion. 
May it be so. Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN #82               “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” 

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the 
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.) 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                      “In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful” (sung once) 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

In the Lord, I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

POSTLUDE                                               “Praise” 

(Judy Nielsen) 
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CREDITS 

 

• Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058, 

and Streaming License #20709045 

• “Food for All”: Service Prayers for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost was written by 
the Rev. Kristina Lizardy-Hajbi, Iliff School of Theology, Denver, CO. ©Copyright 
2021, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, 

Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material 
for use in services of worship or church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

• In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful  
(#00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991, Les 
Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA 
Publications, Inc.) 

● Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
(##18023, One License, Contributors: Noel Rawsthorne) 

• Go, My Children, With My Blessing 
(#110843, One License, Contributors: Jaroslav J. Vajda, Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams) 

● Holy Ground 
(#95347, One License, Contributors: Liam Lawton, Text: © 2013 by GIA Publications, Inc.) 

● Praise 
(#16746, One License, Contributors: George Herbert, Carol Doran) 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY ROSTER 

Liturgist – Ben Banks 

Fresh Perspective – Jim Robinson  

Homily – Jim Robinson  

Virtual Coordinator – Thea Oatman 

Organist – Judy Nielsen 

Usher – Fay Schroeder 

Greeter – Freida Schneeberger 

Sound Board – Mae Clark 
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