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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ!
As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text.
As you enter the sanctuary, please share your offering in the offering plate by the door.
We ask that you wear a mask and social distance from others not in your family or pod.

MOMENT FOR CENTERING

GREETING

One: The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

Many: And also with you.

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS

BELLS/CHIMES
INTROIT “May the Lord Bless You and Keep You”
(Chuck Byam)
CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Let us come into the House of the Holy One with song and dance.
Many: We have come to worship our God, the Creator of heaven and earth, seas
and rivers, and all that dwell within.
One: The Lord of the Dance beckons us to join in this time of celebration and joy...
Many: That we might know that we are gathered in God’s holy place.
One: We join the psalmist with songs of the glory of the God of Hosts.
Many: We seek to know God’s faithfulness and wisdom.
All: Let us enter God’s rhythm of life and follow in the ways of the Word. God

will bring us home where dancing and joy will never end!

OPENING HYMN #85 “l Woke Up this Morning”

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.)

GATHERING PRAYER (in unison)

All: Holy God of change and glory, we ask that you walk along side us and
bless us as we enter into this new journey of hybrid church. Help us to
dance through the unexpected twists and turns of this time with humor,
grace, and understanding, simply joyful that you are helping us find new
ways to come together and worship you. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
FRESH PERSPECTIVES Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 NRSV (pg. 277)

6 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 David and all the

people with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God,

which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. 3 They
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carried the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which
was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart 4 with the
ark of God; and Ahio went in front of the ark. 5 David and all the house of Israel were
dancing before the LORD with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and
tambourines and castanets and cymbals.

12 Tt was told King David, “The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that
belongs to him, because of the ark of God.” So David went and brought up the ark of God
from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing; 13 and when those who
bore the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 David
danced before the LORD with all his might; David was girded with a linen ephod. 15 So David
and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the
sound of the trumpet.

16 As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of
the window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised
him in her heart.

17 They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had
pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before

the LORD. 18 When David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of well-
being, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts, 12 and distributed food
among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a cake of
bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to their
homes.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Ephesians 1:3-14 NRSV (pg.1064)

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his

will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 2 he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his
counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for
the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to
the praise of his glory.

One: Words from the past, made new for us today.
Many: Thanks be to God.



HOMILY “Dancing with God”
(Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage)

MUSICAL REFLECTION “A Place at the Table”
(Chuck Byam)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your prayer
requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from anyone you
wish to name in prayer.)

OFFERING MOMENT

(For those of us meeting in person, you are invited to place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the
sanctuary. For those of you worshipping at home, please give what you can by mail or through prayers. If you
have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com)

DOXOLOGY

DEDICATION PRAYER

One: Let us pray.

Many: Beloved God, accept the gifts we offer, and bless them to the fulfillment of
our calling. Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God by building an
inclusive community where uplifting worship and relevant messages
deepen spirituality and inspire acts of justice, service and compassion.
May it be so. Amen

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION PRAYER

One: God be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

Many: We lift them to God.

One: Let us give thanks to God Most High.

Many: It is good to give God thanks and praise.

CALL TO CONFESSION:

One: Please join me in the Prayer of Confession.

Many: Holy God, we confess that too often we have not been open to the

rhythms of life you offer to us. We let ourselves be put off your pace and
allow ourselves to wander off into our own songs. Too often the melodies
of the world confuse us. We have led ourselves and others to paths that
are not according to your loving pace and direction. Help us pay attention
with all of our senses. Make our dancing faithful; help us take the risks
that are part of letting you lead. Pull us back into your rhythms. Clean
our hearts, purify our hands and steady our feet that we might know and
share your blessings. Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENCE


mailto:hartacre3@aol.com

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

One:

Many:

SANCTUS

Dear Ones, the God of Hosts assures us that if we trust God’s Word, we will be
led back to the songs that God would have us sing. God is eager to show us the
path home. Accept the offer of the new song we have been given through Jesus
the Christ and know that you are forgiven and blessed.

Thanks be to God.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Glory be to you, O Lord.

Blessed is the one who comes,

Who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION BLESSING AND LORD’S PRAYER

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

COMMUNION SONG “Come to the Table”

(Mary Lou Prevost)

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

One: Let us pray.

Many: God, we thank you for inviting us to, and nurturing us at, this table. We
ask that you bless us in our covenantal calling of extravagant welcome,
constant learning and growth, and a life of grace and love. May we go
forth from this tabled renewed, restored, and trusting always in your
guiding spirit. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Lord of the Dance”

(We will remain seated during the hymns and you are encouraged to quietly follow along and reflect on the
verses printed in this bulletin while enjoying the music as it is being played.)

BENEDICTION

CHORAL RESPONSE “In the Lord I'll be Ever Thankful” (sung once)

POSTLUDE

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful
In the Lord, I will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

“Ode to Joy”
(Judy Nielsen)



CREDITS

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058,
and Streaming License #20709045

God Inspired Joy: Service Prayers for Pentecost Seven was written by the Rev. Dr.
Bertrice Wood of Cleveland OH. © 2021, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of
Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to
reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education.
All publishing rights reserved.

I Woke Up This Morning

(#1094653, One License, Contributors: David Kidwell, Text and Tune: © 2108 Timespann Music/Lorenz
Corporation (admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. BMI)

In the Lord I’'ll be Ever Thankful

(#00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991, Les
Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA
Publications, Inc.)

Lord Of the Dance

(#38608, One License, Contributors: Shaker tune, arr. John Behnke)

A Place at the Table

(#00002, One License, Contributors: Lori True Tune: © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc.)

May the Lord Bless You and Keep You

(#94829, One License, Contributors: Daniel Carter)

Come to the Table

(#76272, One License, Contributors: James E. Clemens, Text: © 2005, Church Publishing, Inc.)
Ode to Joy

(#1057243, One License, Contributors: Jim Swearingen, Tune: © 1986 Heritage Music Press, a division of
The Lorenz Corporation [Admin. by Music Services])

SUNDAY ROSTER

Head Usher — Chris Cypher

Greeter — Gary Cypher

Liturgist — Anita Calcagno

Fresh Perspective — Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage
Homily - Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage
Virtual Coordinator — Kelly Stuible-Clark
Sound Board — Charlynn Walker

Music Coordinator — Brandon Frost
Pianist — Chuck Byam

Organist — Judy Nielsen

Guest Singer — Mary Lou Prevost




I Woke Up This Morning

African-American traditional
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Lord of the Dance
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