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Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God                                                                                         
by building an inclusive community where uplifting worship                                                                

and relevant messages deepen spirituality                                                                                           
and inspire acts of justice, service, and compassion. 
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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ! 
As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text. 

 

MOMENT FOR CENTERING 

 

GREETING 

One:          Christ is Risen! 

Many:      He is risen, indeed! Hallelujah!  

 

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELLS/CHIMES 

 

INTROIT                          “Jubilate Deo” 
(Judy Nielsen) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

One:       Christ is Risen! 

Many:     Christ is risen, indeed! 

One:        Hope is alive! 

Many:     Hope is alive, indeed! 

One:        God’s love is eternal! 

Many:     Hallelujah! Let us give thanks for what God has done. 

 

OPENING HYMN #233  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

 (please feel free to sing loud and strong from your place at home)                    

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

One:       God of grace and power, we come rejoicing in Christ’s empty tomb. We come  

trusting in the good news that tells us Christ is with us. For the Risen Christ is 

living proof that You care about our lives, O God. The Risen Christ offers to us 

glimpses of hope, even in our tears. As the tomb is not quiet. It speaks. It 

proclaims! It is a promise of eternal life! 

Many:     Thank you, gracious and almighty God. Amen. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 

ANTHEM                 “Coronation” 
(Brandon Frost & Chuck Byam) 

 

FRESH PERSPECTIVES          Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                Isaiah 25:6-9 NRSV (pg. 639) 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                  John 20: 1-18 NRSV (pg.988) 
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One:       Words from the past, made new for us today. 

Many:    Thanks be to God. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE #17           “To You O God, All Creatures Sing” 

 

Sing your praises, Alleluia 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

HOMILY                       “Christ is Risen!”             
(Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage) 

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION                     “Jesus is Lord” 
(Judy Nielsen) 

 

WELCOMING OUR NEW MEMBER            CHUCK BYAM 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER 

 

Pastor: Do you seek to live with an open heart, to celebrate God’s presence, to love and 

serve others and to seek justice in our world?  
 

Chuck:  I do!  
 
Pastor:  Are you ready to commit yourself to this congregation, to its ministry, its 

fellowship, and its mission?  
 
Chuck:  I am ready!  

 
Pastor:  Will you join those who have come before you and those who will come after 

you in the journey of faith, sharing our path and passions?  
 
Chuck:  With the grace of God, I will!  

 
Pastor: Rich, as Chuck’s sponsor, will you commit to supporting Chuck as he seeks to 

live out his calling to serve God, and will you help him to join fully into the life 
of our church community? 

 

Rich:  With the grace of God, I will! 
 
Pastor:  Members and Friends of First Congregational United Church of Christ, will you 

receive Chuck Byam into your hearts and lives? Will you be his partners in the 
Gospel? Will you shoulder his burdens, and will you walk with him into God’s 

future?  
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Many:  With God as our witness, we will. Thanks be to God for the covenant that 
binds us together in the Body of Christ! 

 

Pastor: Chuck Byam, you are joyfully received as a member of First Congregational 

United Church of Christ! 

 

PRESENTATION OF MEMBERSHIP 

 

MOMENT OF THANKSGIVING 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your prayer 

requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from anyone you 

wish to name in prayer.) 

 

OFFERING MOMENT 
Please give what you can by mail or through prayers. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com 

 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

One:       Christ is risen! 

Many:       Christ is risen, indeed! 

One:       Lift up your hearts. 

Many:       We lift them to God. 

One:       Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

Many:    It is good to give God thanks and praise.  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION: 

One:     Please join me in prayer. 

Many:  God of resurrection grace, we know that, in our pain, despair and fear, we 

are prone to follow the path of hopelessness. This can cause us to be frozen 

in inaction, to isolate ourselves, or to lash out at others. Help us to, instead, 

be like the Risen Christ, and rise up, as a brave and holy people, living 

beyond our pain, despair, and fear by remaining hopeful in your steadfast 

love. Amen. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE                              

One:   God hears our prayers of grace and mercy, and raises our countenance from 

despair, into resurrection joy! God meets us in our human suffering, comforts 

us in our tears, and offers to us new hope. 

Many:    Hallelujah! Thanks be to God. 

mailto:hartacre3@aol.com
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SANCTUS                          

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty. 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Glory be to you, O Lord. 

Blessed is the one who comes, 

Who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION      

 

COMMUNION BLESSING AND LORD’S PRAYER 

 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

One:   Let us pray. 

Many:  O Christ, we thank you for this feast of life. Fed by your love, 

   and strengthened by your life; we humbly accept your call to go 

 into this world to live with hope, and to share your joy. You commission 

us to feed as we have been fed, forgive as we have been forgiven, and love 

as we have been loved. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN #17                “To You, O God, All Creatures Sing” 
 (please feel free to sing loud and strong from your place at home) 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                      “In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful” (sung once) 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

In the Lord, I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

POSTLUDE                   “Easter Parade - adaptation” 
(Chuck Byam) 
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CREDITS 

 

• Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058, 

and Streaming License #20709045 

• To Give Thanks for What God has Done, Service prayers with Communion for Easter 
Sunday Year B, was written by the Rev .Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume, pastor of Union 
Congregational United Church of Christ in West Palm Beach. ©2021 Justice and 

Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 
Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or 
adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education. All publishing 

rights reserved. 

• Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 
(#106661, One License, Descant ©1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823-76; Desc. 

Kermit G. Moldenhauer, b. 1949 Text: Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.) 

• In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful  
(#00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991, Les 
Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA 
Publications, Inc.) 

● Easter Parade 
(Adaptation by Chuck Byam) 

• Jubilate Deo 
(#91063, Contributors: D. Farrell Smith, Tune: © 2010, BriLee Music - represented By Carl Fisher LLC) 

• Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
(#63397, Contributors: Charles Wesley, Lyra Davidica) 

• Coronation 
(#45466, One License, © 2016 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 

Contributors: Hal H. Hopson) 

• Jesus is Lord 
(#80561, One License, © 1981, James Walsh, OSB. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Contributors: 
James Walsh) 

• To You, O God, All Creatures Sing 
(#88283, Contributors: The New Century Hymnal, Tune: © 1993, The Pilgrim Press) 
 
 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY ROSTER 

Liturgist – Troy Arient 

Fresh Perspective – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

Homily – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

Virtual Coordinator – Chad Frost 

Music Coordinator – Brandon Frost 

Pianist – Chuck Byam 

Organist – Judy Nielsen 
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Isaiah 25:6-9  

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
    of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
And he will destroy on this mountain 
    the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
    the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
    he will swallow up death forever. 
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
    and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
    for the LORD has spoken. 
It will be said on that day, 
    Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
    This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
    let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 

John 20: 1-18 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then 
Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running 

together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to 
look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and 

the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in 
a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 
saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 

one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 
have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 

there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 

“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said 

these things to her. 


