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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ!
As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text.

MOMENT FOR CENTERING

GREETING

One: The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

Many: And also with you.

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS
BELLS/CHIMES

INTROIT “Larghetto”
(Judy Nielsen)

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: To you, O GOD, we lift up the spirit of our whole selves.
Many: O God, we trust unashamedly in you, seeking your guidance;

One: May we begin our Lenten journey together in right relationships;

Many: Teach us. Show us. Guide us in your paths. Grow us to know your ways more
clearly.

One: You are the God of our salvation and the Sustainer of good relations.

Many: For you we wait.

One: May integrity, a clean conscience, and upright living preserve us.

Many: Amen.

OPENING HYMN “God's Love is Wide”
by Rev. Emily Ratering-Youngberg and her husband, Matt Ratering-Youngberg
(please feel free to sing loud and strong from your place at home)

GATHERING PRAYER (Unison)

All: Believing that every person is a child of God invested with worth and dignity,
and believing that every person is a recipient of God’s grace, we at First
Congregational United Church of Christ, Grand Ledge, aspire to mirror God’s
unconditional love by declaring that we are an Open and Affirming
congregation. We understand that we are called to love God and to love our
neighbors, valuing all people. Seeking to be persons that reveal God’s love as
compassionate and unconditional, we celebrate the image of God in each person
and embrace our diversity.

We joyfully welcome and affirm all persons of all identities—those of every age,
gender, sexual orientation, personal ability, race, ethnic background or faith
background—who wish to participate in the life and ministry of the church,
including membership, spiritual growth, and leadership.

ANTHEM “One Faith, One Hope”
(Brandon Frost & Chuck Byam)

FRESH PERSPECTIVES Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage



PASSING OF THE PEACE

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 9:8-17 NRSV (pg. 7)
GOSPEL LESSON Mark 1:9-15 NRSV (pg. 910)
One: Words from the past, made new for us today.

Many: Thanks be to God.
SUNG RESPONSE # 173 “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore”

O Jesus, you have looked into my eyes;
kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name.
On the sand I have abandoned my small boat;
now with you I will seek other seas.

HOMILY “Why Are We Still Talking About This”
(Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage)
MUSICAL REFLECTION “No One (Man) Is an Island”
(Chuck Byam)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your prayer
requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from anyone you
wish to name in prayer.)

OFFERING MOMENT

Please give what you can by mail or through prayers.
If you have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com

CLOSING HYMN “Singing for Our Lives”
by Holly Near

(please feel free to sing loud and strong from your place at home)

BENEDICTION

CHORAL RESPONSE “In the Lord I'll be Ever Thankful” (sung once)

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful
In the Lord, I will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

POSTLUDE “What A Friend We Have in Jesus - Adaptation”
(Chuck Byam)

Please join us for a short fellowship time on Zoom at 12 noon


mailto:hartacre3@aol.com

CREDITS

e Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058,
and Streaming License #20709045

e Prayers for the Journey: Service Prayers for the First Sunday of Lent was written by the Rev. Rosemary
McCombs Maxey, a citizen of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and is retired clergy and a member of
Fellowship Congregational United Church of Christ, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Copyright 2021, Justice and
Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue,
Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of
worship or church education. All publishing rights reserved.

e You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore
(#110320, One License, Contributors: arr. Lynn Trapp)

e In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful
(#00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991, Les
Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA
Publications, Inc.)

e What A Friend We Have in Jesus - Adaptation
(Arranged by Chuck Byam, Jr.)

e Larghetto
(#1038722, One License, Contributors: Allen James, George Frideric Handel, Tune: © 1953 Lorenz
Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation [Admin. by Music Services])

e God’s Love Is Wide
(Written and offered to Room for All in 2012 by RCA pastor Rev. Emily Ratering-Youngberg and Matt
Ratering-Youngberg)

e One Faith, One Hope
(#79557, One License, Contributors: Craig Courtney, Text: © 2009, Lorenz Publishing)

e No One (Man) Is An Island
(#7026874, CCLIL Authors: Brendon Shirley, Jason Jamison, Jeff Owen, Mike Donehey, Ruben Juarez,
©2014 Formerly Music [Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC])

e Singing For Our Lives
(Holly Near, Creative Commons, wwuw.hollynear.com)

SUNDAY ROSTER

Liturgist — Troy Arient

Fresh Perspective — Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage
Homily — Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage

Virtual Coordinator — Chad Frost

Music Coordinator — Brandon Frost

Pianist — Chuck Byam

Organist — Judy Nielsen




God's Love is Wide

Matthew and Rev. Emily Ratering-Youngberg
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Singing For Our Lives
Holly Near
lyrics

We are a gentle, angry people
and we are singing, singing for our lives

We are a justice-seeking people
and we are singing, singing for our lives

We are young and old together
and we are singing, singing for our lives

We are a land of many colors
and we are singing, singing for our lives

We are gay and straight together
and we are singing, singing for our lives

We are a gentle, loving people
and we are singing, singing for our lives



Genesis 9:8-17 NRSV

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ° “As for me, [ am
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 1°and
with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals,
and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 111
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by
the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the
earth.” 2 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future

generations: ¥ have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth. * When I bring clouds over the earth and
the bow is seen in the clouds, *®*I will remember my covenant that is between
me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. '®* When the bow is in the clouds, I
will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 7 God said to Noah, “This is
the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that
is on the earth.”

Mark 1:9-15 NRSV

2 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John
in the Jordan. '° And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. * And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved with you I am well
pleased.”

12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. '®* He was in
the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts;
and the angels waited on him.

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, '°and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.



