
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Following the Call”  

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

January 24, 2021 

    10:30 a.m.  Facebook Live Service 

   

Following Jesus, our mission is to serve God 

by building an inclusive community where uplifting worship 

and relevant messages deepen spirituality 

and inspire acts of justice, service, and compassion. 

Our Church’s Mission Statement 

 

 Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage, Pastor                       Judy Nielsen, Organist 
 Angela Spialek, Office Administrator Darlene Banks, Bell Choir Director 

Nicole Finney, Child Care  Brandon Frost, Choir Director 
Sue Sackett, Custodian            Chuck Byam, Choir Accompanist   
Rev. John Baumgartner, Pastor Emeritus     
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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ! 

As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud ​bold​ text. 

 

MOMENT FOR CENTERING 

 

GREETING 

 

One:        The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy   

         Spirit be with you all. 

Many:     And also with you. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   

CALL TO WORSHIP  

   

One:  Enter, rejoice, and come in! 

Many:  Today will be a joyful day! 

 

One: We waited for God in hope. 

Many: And God came to us in Jesus. 

 

One: And now Jesus calls to us, “arise and follow me!” 

Many: So we respond in faith, “here we are, we follow!” 

 

One: So rejoice, oh people, for you have answered the call! 

Many: We rejoice and give praise to God! Hallelujah, Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN #177 vs 1-3  “God of Change and Glory” 

 (please feel free to sing loud and strong from your place at home)     

 

GATHERING PRAYER 
 

One:  Please join me in prayer 

Many:  From deep within us we know of a loving presence. All around us we see 

glory, beauty, life and light. We have no words for what we experience so we 

cry out, “God!”. In this moment of worship may that loving presence grow 

deeper, may our awareness of the divine presence around us grow more 

intense. May we, gathered in this place, learn to pay more attention to God, 

who loves us at all times and in all places. God, of love and life, in this 

moment of prayer be more and more in us that we might live more and 

more in you. Amen. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 

FRESH PERSPECTIVES      Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

 

ANTHEM ​                                         ​“This is My Song​”    

    (Chuck Byam and Brandon Frost) 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Psalm 62:5-8 NRSV (pg. 515) 

GOSPEL LESSON John 1:43-51 NRSV (pg. 966) 

 

One:  Words from the past, made new for us today. 

Many:     Thanks be to God. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE #​ 129  “Amen, Amen” 
 

Amen, Amen, 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

HOMILY         “Following our Calling”     

                (Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage)  

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION              “I Will Be Here​”   

       ​(Judy Nielsen) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(​Since our services are posted publicly on Facebook, we ask that you either leave people unnamed in your                                   

prayer requests [ex: prayers for a friend who is in his last stages of life] or that you obtain permission from                                         

anyone you wish to name in prayer.) 

 

OFFERING MOMENT 

Please give what you can by mail or through prayers. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart ​hartacre3@aol.com 

 

CLOSING HYMN #​173 (in English) vs 1-3 “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” 

 ​(please feel free to sing loud and strong from your place at home) 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                                      “In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful” (sung once)   
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

In the Lord, I will rejoice! 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

 

POSTLUDE      “What A Friend We Have in Jesus - Adaptation”   

(Chuck Byam) 

 

Please join us for the Annual Meeting on Zoom at 12:30 
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CREDITS 

 

● Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058, 

and Streaming License #20709045 

● The Gathering Prayers was written by Rev. Madison Shockley, pastor of Pilgrim 

United Church of Christ in Carlsbad, CA  and a member of the board of directors of 

ProgressiveChristianity.org. Copyright 2021 Faith INFO Ministry Team, United 

Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-1100.  Permission 

granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church 

education.  All publishing rights reserved. 

● In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful  

(#00118, One License #732777-A, Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taize, Tune: ©1986, 1991, Les 

Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: ©1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA 

Publications, Inc.) 

● God of Change and Glory  

(#45231, One License, Contributors: Hsiang-chi Chang, Tune: © 1990, GIA/Christian Conference of Asia) 

● This is My Song  

(#88776, One License, Contributors: Harkness/Stone, Sibelius / Rickard, Text: © 2007, Lorenz 

Publishing) 

● Amen, Amen 

(#30102603, One License, Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights 

reserved., Contributors: Estela García-López, Rodolfo López) 

● I Will Be Here 

(#7163260, Contributors: ICEL, CCD, Will Hickl, Tune: © 2020 NOVUM PUBLISHING Text: Response Text: 

© 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL. Verses Text: © 1970, 1997, 1998, CCD.) 

● You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore  

(#110320, One License, Contributors: arr. Lynn Trapp) 

● What A Friend We Have in Jesus ​- Adaptation 

(Arranged by Chuck Byam, Jr.) 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY ROSTER 

Liturgist ​– Troy Arient 

Fresh Perspective ​–​ ​Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

Homily​ – Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage 

Virtual Coordinator ​–​ ​Chad Frost 

Music Coordinator – ​Brandon Frost 

Pianist – ​Chuck Byam   

Organist – ​Judy Nielsen 
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Psalm 62:5-8 

For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from God. 

God alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be 

shaken. On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty 

rock, my refuge is in God. Trust in God at all times, O people; pour 

out your heart before Them; God is a refuge for us.  

 

John 1:43-51 

43 ​The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and 

said to him, “Follow me.” ​44 ​Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city 

of Andrew and Peter. ​45 ​Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 

“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 

prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” ​46 ​Nathanael 

said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said 

to him, “Come and see.” ​47 ​When Jesus saw Nathanael coming 

toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there 

is no deceit!” ​48 ​Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know 

me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 

called you.” ​49 ​Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! 

You are the King of Israel!” ​50 ​Jesus answered, “Do you believe 

because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 

greater things than these.” ​51 ​And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell 

you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 

and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
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