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Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ!
As you look over the bulletin, please notice that you are invited to read aloud bold text.

MOMENT OF CENTERING

GREETING
One: The grace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
Many: And also with you.

INTRODUCTIONS and ANNOUNCEMENTS
BELLS/CHIMES

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: I will extol you, my God, and bless your name forever and ever.
Many: Every day I will bless you, and praise your name forever and ever.
One: Great is our God, and greatly to be praised; their greatness is unsearchable.
Many: One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your
mighty acts.
One: On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I will
meditate.
Many: The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, and I will declare
your greatness.
One: We shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, and shall sing aloud of
your righteousness.
Many: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love.

OPENING HYMN # 177 “God of Change and Glory”
(Please feel free to sing loud and strong from your place at home)

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

(Borrowed with permission from Rev. Elsa A. Cook, Copyright 2020 Local Church Ministries, Faith
INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100
Inspired by Matthew 20:1-16)

One: Please join me in prayer.
Many:

Call all the laborers, O God,

Call your laborers who woke early,

Call your laborers who came late,

Call your laborers who feel wronged,

Call your laborers who feel overlooked,

Call your laborers who have no employment,

Call your laborers who can't feed their children with this wage,
Call your laborers who know they are working in your fields,
Call your laborers who use their wage to increase your love,
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Call all your laborers, O God,

Tell us to roll up our sleeves

For we know that we have work to do.

Let us find you in the work we share here and now,
in Christ's presence we pray. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

ANTHEM “The Lord’s Prayer”
FRESH PERSPECTIVES
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Jonah 3:10-4:11 NRSV

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and
said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled
to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O
Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord
said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of
the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see
what would become of the city.

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it
withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for
me to die than to live.”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes,
angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which
you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in
a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are
more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from
their left, and also many animals?”

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Matthew 20:1-16 NRSV

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent
them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle
in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you
whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three
o'clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about




five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came,
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.
And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, These last worked
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day
and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, Friend, I am doing you no wrong;
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose
with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be
first, and the first will be last.”
One: Words from the past, made new for us today.
Many: Thanks be to God.

SUNG RESPONSE #283 “Spirit of the Living God”

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.

HOMILY

MUSICAL REFLECTION “We Shall Overcome”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER:

OFFERING MOMENT

Please give what you can, by mail or through prayers.
If you have any questions, please reach out to Lynn Hart hartacre3@aol.com

CLOSING HYMN #563 “We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky”
(Please feel free to sing loud and strong from your place at home)
BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE “In the Lord I'll be Ever Thankful” (sung once)
In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful
In the Lord, I will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid.

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.
BELLS/CHIMES
POSTLUDE “On Eagle’s Wings”

*Please join us for a Zoom coffee hour after the service. Grab a coffee or your favorite
beverage and a snack and join the Zoom call using the link sent in the email with this
bulletin (or in the link sent through the Thursday Pause).






CREDITS

* Unless otherwise listed all hymns and responses come from the New Century
Hymnal, CCLI #3091058, #20709045

* Prayer of Invocation Borrowed with permission from Reuv. Elsa A. Cook, Copyright 2020
Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700
Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-11 00

* Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License # 732777-A. All rights reserved and from CCLI, License #2091058,
and Streaming License #20709045

* God of Change and Glory
(Al Carmines, 1973, © 1995 Pilgrim Press, CCLI #3091058, #20709045)

* The Lord’s Prayer
(Public Domain #2858049, CCLI #3091058, #20709045)

* Spirit of the Living God
(Daniel Iverson, 1926, © 1995 Pilgrim Press, CCLI#3091058, #20709045)

* We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky
(Ruth Duck, 1868, © 1995 Pilgrim Press, CCLI #3091058, #20709045)

* We Shall Overcome
(Public Domain # 6575218, CCLI #3091058, #20709045)

* On Eagle’s Wings, Michael Joncas
© 1979, OCP. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #732777-A (Song # #80468). All
rights reserved.

* In the Lord I Will be Ever Thankful
(Les Presses de Taizé, words 1986, © 1991 GIA Publications, CCLI #3091058,
#20709045)

SUNDAY ROSTER

Liturgist — Jim Robinson

Fresh Perspective - Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage
Virtual Coordinator — Rev. Dr. Laura Miller-Purrenhage
Organist & Guitarist — Ellen Robinson

Soloist—Sarah Robinson



177 God of Change and Glory

1 Cor. 12:4-27 Al Carmines, 1973
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John 10:10
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We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky

Ruth Duck, 1984; rev. 1989
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